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MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION

A.3782.D (Gunther) Reported to Assembly Ways & Means Committee 4-29-08
S.1674D (Krueger) Recommitted to Senate Health Committee 4-9-08

AN ACT 10 amend the public health avw, i relation to breastfeeding mothers" billof rights

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, District TUNY (ACOG) opposes
this legislation, which would establish a “Breastfecding Mothers' Bill of Rights™ fn New
York State. While we commend the sponsars for recognizing the important health benefits of
breastfceding and wholehcartedly support the goal o increasing breasifeeding rates among now
moihers, we must oppose this Iegislation as currently written. This logislation. unnecessariy
intrferes with patient-physician commanication and with medical decision making.

The choice on how a womn feeds her new baby is one of the most importunt decisions she will
make in proparing for her infant’s amival. Pediatricians and obstetricians agree (hat for most
vomen and infants, breastfecding is the safest and mast healthy choice. Fvery woman in New
York State, unless medically contraindicated, should be made aware of the honefis of
breastfecding and have & warm md inviting environment in o hospital that both accepts and
eacouriges her 1o breastfeed. The American Colloge of Gynecologists Disiict IUNY famly
supperts & woman's choice, in consultation with sound medicel recommendations with hey
obstetician-gynecologist, on this mter.

The promotion of hreastfccding has been an ongoing priority of ACOG, I 2006, national
ACOG worked in partnership with the American Academy of Pedintrics (AAP) to publish he.
frst collsborsiive breasifecding guide to cncourage physicians 10 become. chimpions of
breastfeeding and furiher enable them o tesch, promote and support the practice among thelr
patients.  ACOG strongly encourages women to exclusively breastfeed until their fnfant iy
approximately six months old

5" implics the protection of an individual’s pifsonal e dum and civi liberios.
To create a bill of righis for a heallh care decision that may vary depending on the medical
indications of the specific patient is concerming. While nearly every woman ean breastfeed her
it can be medically contraindiceted in some cases, such s when a woman is infected with
buman immunodeficiency virus (ILV). Therelore, ii is imperative thal 4 woman and her
obstetrivian-gynecologist discuss breasifceding prior to delivery to casure that such neonatal
nutrition s in the bes! nterest o the newbom.

The bill attcmpts o dictate obigyn office practice. The bill defines and suggests the content of a
ical conversation hetween a physician and his or her patien. The bill wrongfully imiplics that





[image: image2.jpg]obstetrician-gynecologists ate not educating their prenatal patients about the importance of
breastfecding. Furthermore, this legislation requires that obstetrician-gynecologisis distribute a
breastfeeding “bill of rights” to each pregnant patient, provide their office staff with training to
implement these rights and ensure that these rights are upheld in the hospital. ACOG strongly
‘opposes legislation that dictates how physicians should care for their patients. This legislation
wnnecessarily interferes with medical decision making. Such intervention by legislative bodics is
inappropriate and il advised.

The commitment to_ breastleeding cducation begins during the prenatsl period, when
ebsictrician-gynccologists provide medically aceurate information to expectant mothers. That
commitment continues in the hospital immediately following the delivery. During the post-
partum period the obligation to. continuc breasifecding cducation rests with the infent’s

pediatrician

While we will continue to champion breastfeeding for women, ACOG must oppose A3782-
DIS1674D.
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The American College of Ohstetricians and Gynecologists, District IUNY (ACOG) represents the
board cerified obsterician-gynecologists in the state who deliver health care to New York's
wamen. Our Albany offce affers the New York Sate Legislature ifs resources as a scientific and
educational organization dedicated 1 quality health care for women_If you have questions on
this or any other state legislasive proposal, please contact our offce ar $15-436.3461





